CERTIFICATION OPPORTUNITY
Huntsberry Farmstead, Frederick County, Virginia:

Test Excavation 2011
******

Thursday, September 22 – Wednesday, September 28, 2011  
(Meets Requirements for Historic Excavation)
Background
By the 19th century, the Huntsberrys were well-established along Red Bud Run and made up a segment of the agrarian landscape of Frederick County, Virginia.  The property was first ceded to the Jacob Huntsberry from Lord Fairfax in 1762.  The Huntsberry farmstead unwillingly became a part of a different landscape on September 19, 1864, when it became ensconced in the Middle Field, a site along with First Woods and Second Woods, where 1500 men were killed or wounded in one battle of Third Winchester Civil War Campaign.  The Confederate General Jubal Early occupied Winchester but Union General Phillip Sheridan’s troops were marching on the city from Berryville to the west.  Slowed by the Berryville Canyon, the wagon train bogged down and the element of surprise was lost.  Early moved his troops south to meet the Union attack and Sheridan countered by sending a portion of his troops north to meet the Confederates.  The armies met along Red Bud Run with fierce hand-to-hand combat ensuing.  It has been suggested that Huntsberry House acted as a Union hospital after the military engagement which is likely true as most standing structures which survived were used as such.  

Huntsberry Archaeology
Currently, the site consists of 4 major features.  The remnants of the dwelling dominate made up of a limestone foundation measuring 25’ by 35” with a full cellar ca. 6.0’ deep.  A ground level room extension is located to the west with an asymmetric brick chimney on the western wall, south of central placement.  The second feature is an additional limestone chimney north of the main house.  To the north of the second structure (or room) is a concentration of brick rubble and other cultural debris.  The fourth feature lies to the south and is represented by a locus of cultural material marking a previous barn.

The overall research questions will be posed within a regional framework.  The focus will be the nature of agrarian life on a fairly isolated tract of land in Virginia’s Great Valley.  Dependent on the material culture recovered, questions relating to the transition from frontier to settled community will be examined.  The varied use of different landscapes will be looked at from the standpoint of a Colonial coastal plain oriented gentry coming into a mountainous setting.  While the evolution of the dwelling and its material culture through time will be examined, differences between a local craft industry and the developing industrial complexes and transportation systems and their effects on northwestern Virginia will also be considered 
A series of 2.50’ square units will be excavated placed at strategic structural and/or cultural locations.  Each unit should give insight into building construction, occupation chronology, activity areas, Civil War impacts, and every-day life on a 18th and 19th century farmstead in Frederick County, Virginia.                    

Field School 

The Huntsberry Field School will run from Thursday, September 22 to Wednesday, September 28, 2011.  It will be joint effort by Department of Historic Resources, Preservation Virginia, Shenandoah Valley Battlefield Foundation, USDA-Forest Service, and Archeological Society of Virginia.  Staff Principal Investigators will be Mike Barber, State Archaeologist for the Commonwealth and Mike Madden, Forest Service Archaeologist for the George Washington and Jefferson National Forests.  Crew Leaders will be Richard Guercin and Michelle Rosado.  The crew will be made-up entirely of volunteers.   Primitive camping will be available.  

APPLICATION FOR HUNTSBERRY FARMSTEAD

FIELD SCHOOL

2011

Applicants should be members of the Archeological Society of Virginia and will gain the best experience if enrolled in or graduated from the Certification Program.  Passport in Time participants are exempt.  Children as young as 12 years of age may participate if accompanied by a responsible adult, although they must be 16 years of age to enroll in the Certification Program.  
Name of Applicant:   
   


Date(s) of Attendance:   



  
Address:

Email Address:

Chapter Affiliation:

Enrolled in Certification Program    ____ yes   ____ no

Enrolled in Passport in Time   ____ yes   ____ no

Archaeological Experience:
Special Skills:
CONTACTS

Submit Applications to

Certification Program –   Mike Barber (540 387-5398)

Huntsberry

        Department of Historic Resources,

        962 Kime Lane, Salem, VA 24153. 

        mike.barber@dhr.virginia.gov
Passport in Time – 
 Mike Madden (540 265-5212)



 George Washington & Jefferson National Forests

 5162 Valleypointe Parkway

 Roanoke, Virginia 24019


 mjmadden@fs.fed.us 

Certification Program - Carole Nash  (540 568-6805)
Bruce Baker (804 561-0420)

                             Geographic Science Program
10290 Reed Rock Road


                 James Madison University

Amelia, VA 23002



     Harrisonburg, VA 22807

bakerbw@tds.net 




     nashcl@jmu.edu 


