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The Kittiewan Brief
Greetings and Happy 2011!  With this issue, we begin what we hope will become a regular column in the ASV Newsletter.  As most ASV members know, Kittiewan Plantation, a 700+ acre property located in Charles City County, was bequeathed to the ASV in 2005 by its owner, William Cropper.  Of the several buildings on the property, the Kittiewan Manor House, probably constructed ca. 1770 by Dr. William Rickman, is historically the most significant and is listed in the National Register of Historic Places.   The Society’s library; archives; archeological collections; laboratory and research space; and an apartment are housed in the modern Visitors’ Center.   
A relatively small group of dedicated ASV members keeps Kittiewan going on behalf of the Society.  In 2010, these folks volunteered over 2,750 hours, doing everything from mowing grass and leading tours of the house to sorting and archiving the extensive collection of Cropper memorabilia and decorating for this year’s Holiday Open House event. Those who participated in the two excavation opportunities last year also contributed significantly to that total.  Their efforts produced evidence of at least three outbuildings near the manor house.
What’s in store for Kittiewan in 2011?  As always, the house will be open for tours at least one weekend per month.  The Manor House needs regular upkeep and repairs (painting, cleaning, regular general housekeeping), and the grounds need constant attention (mow, weed, trim shrubbery, etc). At the Visitors’ Center/ASV Research Center, work will continue on re-arranging the ASV research library; inventorying and curating the archeological collections that have been donated to the ASV; and cataloguing the vast Kittiewan/Cropper archives. And plans are being developed to continue the archeological investigations around the manor house. 

But Kittiewan also needs to “progress.”  Under discussion are opening up and interpreting other rooms in the Manor House [e.g., refurbishing the kitchen and creating a hallway exhibit on the families of Kittiewan]; creating and rotating new showcase exhibits; cataloguing and rearranging the “Museum of Americana;” and installing a vegetable garden outside.  All that is needed is more manpower.
Our corps of volunteers works every Wednesday and tours happen on the second Saturday of each month (March – December); special long term work “events” (e.g., excavations) are scheduled as needed.   We hope you will join us in making Kittiewan Plantation an all-ASV endeavor.  If you’d like to volunteer, we’d love to hear back via the survey form included in this issue.  Thanks in advance!
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Top:  Volunteers “decked the halls” at Kittiewan for the December open house.





Left:  Shirley Jaeger inventories furnishings in the northeast wing of the house.





Right:  The Hunt Club folks maintain the road and trim trees last fall.








